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Me Le Ie OFFICERS FOR 1959=1940 


President: Mr. Bramwell Chandler, P. E. I. Libraries, 
Charlottetown, P. Eo Ie 


Vice=Presidents : For New Brunswick: Miss E.M.A. Vaughan, Saint John Free 
Public Library, Saint John, N. Be 
For Nova Scotia: Miss Eugenie Archibald, Dalhousie 
University Library, Halifax, N. Se 
For Prince Edward Islands Miss Jean Cy, Gill, P. Ee Ie 
Legislative Library and Charlottetown Public Library, 
Charlottetown, P. Ee Ie 3 


Secretary=- Mrs. Mary Kinley Ingraham, Acadia University Library 
Treasuror t Wolfville, N. S. rs 


Councillors: Mrs. B. M. Moore, Moncton Public Library, Moncton, N. B,. 
Miss Evelyn M. Campbell, Provincial Science Library, 
, Halifax, Ne Se ! 
‘ Miss Dorothy Cullen, P.E.I. Libraries, Charlottetown, P.EeI. 


THE SIXTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE M. Le I. 
Announcement 


The Moncton Publio Library Board has invited the Maritime Library 
Institute to hold its Annual Conference for 1940 in the City of Moncton, and the 
invitation has been gratefully accepted. The date has not yet been fixed, but it 
is probable the meeting will be in June. 


THE FIFTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE 


The Fifth Annual Conference of the Maritime Library Institute mt in 
the Library of the University of King's College, Halifax, Ne Se, June 22, 1959, 
President Bramwell Chandler in the chair. The President in his opening address re= 
viewed the year in respect to Maritime libraries; he spoke of the appointment of 
the Regional Libraries Commission in Nova Scotia and of Miss Nora Bateson as 
Director of Libraries; he mentioned appreciatively the latest issue of the Biennial 
Survey of libraries published by the Federal Government; and he referred to the 
recent legislation reducing the postage rates on books circulated by libraries, He 
affirmed his belief that the library of the future in the Maritimes would not be a 
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placo for curront books only, but a aopesitory of recordse We must adaptpursolves 


to chango; tho library must tako a largor place in adult educations e should 
po more advisory service. ay j 


Sooretary-Treasuror's Roport 


Aftor the Minutes of the Fourth Conference had been read and adopted, 
the Secretary-Treasuror submitted hor report. These were the main points: the nine 
new mombers who had joined the M. L. I. since tho last reports; the appointment of 
tho Regional Libraries Commission in Nova Scotia and the work of Miss Nora Bateson 
as Director of Librariess; the mimoographing and distribution of two hundred copics 
of Miss Doroon Harper's paper on Govornmont Documonts; the policy of the M. Le I. 
Bulletin for the yoar and its kindly recoption by oditors of othor journals with 
similar or rclated aims. The balance in the bank was reported as $128.09. On 
motion, this report was adopteds 


‘Committoos 
Prosidont Chandler roported for tho Publicity Committee appointed at the 
Charlottetown Conference, Ho roforrod to Miss Cullon's broadcasting talks at 
Charlottetown and to Mrs. Mooro's campaign in Moncton in cooperation with a bookish 
aowspaper reporter, , 
The Presidont then appointod tho Nominating Committeo: Miss Mary Fraser, 


Miss Joan C. Gill, and Miss Myrtle Roy; and the Rosolutions Committeo: Miss Mary 
Falconor, Miss E.M.A. Vaughane 


Librarians’! Round Table 


Tho librarians present thon rolatod to one another in an.informal way 
the intorosting mattors of their yoar's work. Miss Eugenie Archibald of Dalhousie 
library reported that thirtoon: travelling libraries had gone out during the years 
sho also told of a valuablo donation made by Dr. Wm. Inglis Morse to the Collection 
callod by his namoo 

Miss Hibbard, in tho tomporary absonce of Miss Allan, reported for 
King's University Library, itself a marvel of well-ordered oxcellonce, as all could see. 
Tho interest was sustained, tho circulation was incroasinge 

Mr. Harry Picrs briofly roviowod tho history of tho Provincial Sciconooe 
library at Halifax. It owos its foundation to the N. S. Institute of Scionce organisod 
in 1862. Tho Institute began collecting books in 1864; Mr. Picrs was appointod 
librarian in 1888, and has fillod tho offico for forty-ono yoarse The Library 
functions for tho wholo Provinco of Nova Scotiae Last year tho circulation of books 
was doublode Mr. Piors closed his roport with a tributo to Miss Evolyn M. Campbell, 
who takos mich of tho actual care of tho Library. 

Miss Zaidoo A. os propriotor and librarian of tho Poter Pan Library 
in Halifax, spoko of hor contact during tho yoar with tho ocducational dcpartmont and 
wth rural schoolse 

Miss Mary Falconor roported that the childron's roading room of tho Junior 
leaguo had boon changod into a circulating library, and that tho intorest of the 
thildron was intonso.» 

Miss Emilio Raymond sketched briofly tho history of tho Yarmouth Public 
library, founded by a Yarmouth citizon, Mr. Bakor, who died in 1899, loaving tho 
library to the town with $8000 for maintenanco, providod tho citizons would raise 
anothor $8000 in fivo yoarse The interest of tho pooplo of Yarmouth in their 


library is constant and on the increase, Mr. Piors commontod portinontly on Miss 
faymond*s roporte 
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Miss Vaughan comparod tho library situation in Saiht John with that of 
Halifax; in tho lattor oity thoro woro many librarios, in tho formor tho Saint 
Jonn Froo Public Library only. Sho spoko of its waluo as an oducator. "Frionds of 
tho Library" and affiliatod clubs had boon a groat holp during tho wintor. Bocauso 
of opidomics in tho city tno circulation in tho childron’s room had docroasod, 

Miss Gill roported for tho Logislative and Public Library in Charlotte= 
town. Tho books accossionod and cataloguod during tho yoar numborod 187 in tho 
Logislativo Library and 467 in tho Public Librarye Roading room spaco had boon onlarged, 
and sholving installode Circulation for tho yoar was 74,535, tho monthly circulation | 
avoraging 6213, Miss Gill roported spocial activity in tho childron’s dopartmont. 

Mrs. ingraham spoxko briofly on tho Library of Acadia Univorsity. On tho 
occasion of the Contonnial, August, 1958, thoro had boen largo oxhibits in tho 
Library, illustrating tho history of tho Univorsity and showing tho litorary and 
sciontific work of its alumnic 

Mr. Chandlor roportod that Princo Edward Island during tho last yoar 
had spont $18,00C for libraricos and adult oducation, Ho thought librarians should 
not bo too apolecgotic in domariding funds for thoir work. Tho circulation of tho 
P, Bs I. rogional librarios had incroasod 12,000 ovor provious yoars. Tho Carncgio 
Corporation had donatod an art collcction which was proving a vital source of 
intorcst- Mr, Chandler also roforred to tho swidy of roading intorosts sponsorod 
by Dro Cartwright. 

Miss\ Mary Frasor roportod a busy yoar in tho Halifax Library Club. The 
moubers had colgbratced Book Weck with happy rosults and latterly had been: 
occupiod with pians for tho Conforconsc. 

Miss E,°3e Shaw, spoaking for the Saint John Library Club, said that it 
had mct regularly and had onjcyed a succossful yoar, Ono intorosting foaturo had 
beon a roll cali whoro cach rosponss took tho form of a book roviowe 


Grootings from tho Prosidont of tho A.Loh. 


Frosidont Chandlor rogd a icttor from Dre Milton A. Forguson, President 
of tho A. L, As, sending grootings to tho M. Le Ie This lottor alludod to tho 
reorganisation of tho A,LeA; and tho onsuing probloms. 


Luncheon 


Miss Archibaid on bohelf of tho Halifax Library Ciub invitod the dologatos 
to lunchoon at tho Lord Nelson Hotel; and as soon as tho morning sossion was 
adjournod, we precocdod thithor, Miss Archibald gracofully prosided at a table to — 
which twonty~six sat down; tho lunchcon was oxcellont, tho conversation brilliant, 
and the guosts oxcoedingly grateful to tho Halifax Library Club, As wo came from tho 
table, cars wero waiting to take tho delogates ona tour of the librarios of 
Halifax,~= to tho Citizons! Freo Library, to the Legislativo Library, to tho Dal= 
housio Modical and Dental Library, whoro wo had refroshmonts, and lastly to tho 
Poter Pan Library, whoro we woro sorvod aftornoon tea in tho charming garden. 


Evening Sossion 


The overting session was hold in the Lord Nelson Hotei, and was open to the 
publice Prosident Chandler announced the topic of the ovoning, Regional Librarios, 
as the most important ono to the library profossion in tho Provinces today. 

Rogional librarios furnish the tools with which ordinary mon and women learn to 
moet conditions and techniques in this changing worlds 














Mr. Chandlor thon introducod Dr. H. F. Munro, Suporintondont of 
Education for Nova Scotia and Chaifman of tho Rogional Librarios Commissione Dre 
Munro wolcomod tho M. Le Ie Conforonop to Halifax. His own intorost in librarios, 
ho said, was that of tho administrator of public oducation in tho Provincoe. Thoro 
havo boon groat changos during tho last twonty yoars, and a now philosophy of 
education has boon formulatod. Without froo accoss to books intolligont citizonship 
cannot survivo, our form of socioty camot last; thcroforo, rogional librarios 
aro fundamontal., Outsido tochnical and professional fioclds, vory fow of our poople 
roade Wo must givo thom tho opportunity, and to this ond rogional librarios aro a 
nocossity if wo maintain a democracy. Wo havo not tho librarios yot, but in tho 
liboral, comprohonsivo Act rocontly passod by tho Nova Scotia Govermmont, wo have 
tho instrumonte 

Following Dr. Munro's address Miss Nora Batoson spoke, Aftor thanking tho 
Halifax librarians and othor mombors of tho M, Le Ie for their oncouragomont in hor 
work, sho roviowod tho various stops in tho campaign for rogional librarios in 
Nova Scotia: tho Survoy; tho appointmont of tho Library Commission; tho Act of 
1937, with amondmonts in 1938 and 1939; tho coopcration of tho Womon's Institutes, 
Miss Batoson thon doscribed tho systom in Prince Edward Island. She stroessod tho 
value of regional libraries to the children of these provinces, who by their means would 
find at their service, not only two or three hundred volumes in the school library, 
but a continuous flow of books, At this point the speaker exhibited a chart on which 
she pointed out the relative position of Nova Scotia’s library status to that of other 
districts in the United States and Canada, The comparison was not flattering to 
Nova Scotiao 

President Chandler, at the conclusion of Miss Bateson's address, asked 
Rev» Dro Jo Jo Tompkins to speak, In his vivid way the doctor pleaded the cause of 
regional librarios as a moans of helping the laborers of the land. Referring to 
the chart déxhibited by Miss Bateson h3 said that the people of Cape Breton were 
excited when they saw how little the Province contributed to the education of its 
people,= to adult educatian only two cents per capitae He had recently attended a 
meeting at Niagara at which laborsrs, farmers, and other minority groups were 
representede He quoted from tho speeches of labor representatives: "You college 
professors do not know enough to tako care of yourselvos, and you expect to educate 
use" “Education £90 education's sake; ash cans for the sake of ash canse" Ideas, 
the reverend doctor assorted, were all subordinated in these days to the making 
of money; men were turned into robots to make money for people who have little brains. 
We want ndt bread alono; we want knowledge, fellowship; we want to work, sing, 
play together, The regional library is a university for the peoples 


After a brief discussion, several questions being asked and answered, 
the evening session adjourneds, 


The Second Morning Session: Miss Bateson 

On the morning of June 23 the Conference again met at King's College in 
the Library, President Chandler in the chair. ‘ 

Miss Bateson led a discussion on the subject paramount: Financing the 
Regional Librarye The main source of finance would come, said Miss Bateson, from the 
association of towns, municipalities, or cities in the levying of taxes and granting 
of funds for the establishment and maintenance of such a librarye The Nova Scotia 
Regional Libraries Act gives just this power, Miss Bateson's opinion was that 35 cents 
ber capita tax would make possible a system of these livraries throughout. the 


lrovincee <A lively discussiom followed; many questions were asked and most clearly 
ind patiently answered by the speaker, 
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President Chandler's Report on Roading Interests 


President Chandler next gave a report on his recent study of reading 
interests on Prince Edward Island. It is not summarised here as the paper is to 


appear in the December Bulletin. Those present followed the discussion with keen 
interest. 


> 
Mr. John Fisher on Adult Education and the Library 


: Mr. John Fisher of tho Halifax Herald spoke on Adult Education and the 
library. Referring to the disturbed conditions: in the world at present, Mr. Fisher 
pointod out the great need that the people find a now unity. They must develop 
their intelligence, they must be well informed, and to this end they must have 
libraries. Mr. Fisher was heartily applauded and thanked, 


Report of the Committee on Resolutions 


The report of the Committee on Resolutions conveyed the thanks of the 
Institute tb the President and Fxecutive Board of the University of King's College 
for their kindness in allowing tho Conference to meetiin the Library, and to the 
Halifax Library Club for their splendid hospitality as shown in their arrangements, 
especially in the luncheon at the Lord Nelson Hotel. The meoting adjournede 


Tea at Green Acres 


In the afternoon Miss Bateson entertained the members of the Institute at 
tea on the lawn of Green Acres, Waverley. On the way we called at Mount Saint 
Vincent College, where the sisters showed us the béautiful chapel and the library. 
We also visited the college library on the grounds, the one founded by Sister Francis 
de Sales for the benefit of the people in the neighborhood. We were all sorry that — 
this sister, the librarian of the college and also the instructor in Library Science, 
was ill and unable to meet us. Miss Bateson was waiting at Green Acres where tea was 
served immediately, Mrs. Ingraham p ouringe The air and sunshine were delightful and 
the hostess most graciouse Before the members separated, Miss Mary Fraser brought in 
the report of the Nominating Committee, which was adopted. The names and addresses of 


the MeLeI. officers for the year 1939-40 are on the first page of this issue. Then 
the fifth amnual conference was overo 





